


New breeds listed

The number of breeds using the site has increased to seven. This follows development of Index cases (in association with breed society technical staff) for more breeds. The seven breeds, in alphabetical order, are:

Angus

Brahman

Hereford

Limousin

Murray Grey

Poll Hereford

Shorthorn

Simmental
Site proves popular

The current rate of visits to the site is  600 per month. This represents about 460 different users. The number continues to increase.

Visitors to the site are mostly Australian. There is also  interest from many different countries.

Individual sale catalogues have been accessed up to 90 times. Individual bulls are being looked at in detail many times. Feedback on the number and level of access can be provided for individual sale catalogues.


Did you know ?

The number of ‘hits’ on a  web-site usually counts every page that’s looked at, and every image on a page. This usually makes for a very large, and not very meaningful number (currently about 8000 per month for BreedObject on the web).

More meaningful measures of site use are the number of visits to the site, and the number of different users visiting the site.

Successful sales

There have recently been some very successful sales for breeders listing on the BreedObject website. Congratulations.




Brief history

‘BreedObject on the web’ commenced on-line in late April 2000.  Development is by the Animal Genetics and Breeding Unit* (AGBU), through the Armidale-based Hutchinson Software. Groups supporting the initiative include Breed Societies, NSW Agriculture, the Agricultural Business Research Institute,  and Meat and Livestock Australia. Funds assisting web-site development are provided by the Commonwealth Department of Communications, Technology and the Arts, through the ‘Information Technology On Line’ (ITOL) program.

Widespread interest in Indexes

Use by bull buyers. Indexes of EBVs calculated with BreedObject are overall, or ‘aggregate’ EBVs.  They summarise BREEDPLAN EBVs into single figures for different types of production. Buyers are using them to short-list bulls, and finding them helpful at sales.

BIA ‘Patawalla’ Field Day. Interest in Indexes was especially evident at the Beef Improvement Assoc. Seedstock Producer of the Year Field Day held recently at  ‘Patawalla’ Angus. Speakers included NSW Agriculture’s Brian Cumming, industry identity John Carter, and the Animal Genetics and Breeding Unit’s Dr. David Johnston.

Breed-level adoption. A number of breeds are moving to make Indexes a regular part of the genetic evaluation services provided to their members. 

Around the world. Indexes that can be used for balanced, multiple-trait selection are now being actively researched in many parts of the world. ‘BreedObject on the web’ is proud to be a leader in this area and in bringing the technology to industry.

Current and recent listings

Current or recent sale and semen listings on the site include (alphabetical order):

Bald Blair Angus

Booroomooka Angus 

Bunya Creek Angus

Devanah Murray Greys

Ebony Hills Angus 

Elite Poll Herefords 

Farrer Angus 

Glenside Simmentals (NZ)

Kilburnie Angus 

Mogul Brahmans 

New England Shorthorn Classic

Noonee Angus 

North End Herefords

Patawalla Angus 

Te Mania Angus 

The Rock Herefords 

Toolangatta Herefords

White Lakes Limousin

World Genetics (Poll Herefords)

Zenith Shorthorns

How to list your sale catalogue

List on-line by going to ‘How to list a catalogue’ from the home page. Alternatively, contact Wayne Upton (wupton@metz.une.edu.au) or Steve Barwick (sbarwick@metz.une.edu.au). 

You will receive an email advising when your catalogue is ready for you to finalise. You can then choose, on-line, the bulls you want listed, and add or drop bulls at any time. 

During 2000, listing your sale is FREE.

Semen catalogues

Listing is also available for semen bulls in which you have an interest. Contact sbarwick@metz.une.edu.au. During 2000, this listing is also FREE. 



Breeders:  Getting the most out of scanning

· bulls for scanning need to be in good condition for expression of differences

· scan heifers

· be sure your scanner is accredited


Further information: David Johnston (djohnsto@metz.une.edu.au),  Brian Sundstrom (suno@abri.une.edu.au)  or

Click on ‘BREEDPLAN’,  from the home page,  to go to the BREEDPLAN web-site.

What about structural soundness ?

BUYERS:  Don’t forget to check your short-listed bulls for structural soundness. Or ask (eg. use the email facility and vendor details available) what’s known about the health and soundness of bulls of interest.
Have your say 
Thanks to those who have sent in comments or suggestions. The very positive feedback received is encouraging. All feedback is greatly appreciated. Your idea may well be the best one. Contact sbarwick@metz.une.edu.au . 
Coming developments 

Important developments are in progress and planned for the BreedObject web site. Watch for 

· information on how the Indexes are arrived at in different breeds

· enhanced options to develop your own case

· new applications for your user area (password-protected)

· greater integration with Breed Society services

Compiled by Steve Barwick, NSW Agriculture and Animal Genetics and Breeding Unit
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BEEF SELECTION





Indexes apply within a breed


Indexes calculated with BreedObject are like other EBVs. They can be compared only if they are for the same Index (EBV), and only when they apply to the same breed.
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* AGBU is a joint unit of NSW Agriculture and the University of New England.















  The genetic selection aid for breeders, buyers and sellers of beef seedstock


